Common Worship

Baptism of Children Royal Army Chaplains’ Department.

Supplementary Texts

Gospel Readings

Matthew 16:24-27

Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If any want to
become my followers, let them deny themselves
and take up their cross and follow me. For those
who want to save their life will lose it, and those
who lose their life for my sake will find it. For what
will it profit them if they gain the whole world but
forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return
for their life? ‘For the Son of Man is to come with
his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he
will repay everyone for what has been done.

Matthew 28:16-20

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the
mountain to which Jesus had directed them. When
they saw him, they worshiped him; but some
doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to
me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything that I have commanded you. And
remember, I am with you always, to the end of the
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age.
Mark 1:1-11

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the
Son of God.

As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,

See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way;

the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight,”’

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole
Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem
were going out to him, and were baptized by him in
the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John
was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt
around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.

He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful
than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop
down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit.’

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee
and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as
he was coming up out of the water, he saw the
heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a
dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You
are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well
pleased.’

Mark 1:14-20

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee,
proclaiming the good news of God, and saying,
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has
come near; repent, and believe in the good news.’

As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw
Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into
the sea—for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to
them, ‘Follow me and I will make you fish for
people.” And immediately they left their nets and
followed him. As he went a little farther, he saw
James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who
were in their boat mending the nets. Immediately
he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in
the boat with the hired men, and followed him.

John 3:1-8

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a
leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and
said to him, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher
who has come from God; for no one can do these
signs that you do apart from the presence of God.’
Jesus answered him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one
can see the kingdom of God without being born
from above.” Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can
anyone be born after having grown old? Can one
enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be
born?’ Jesus answered, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no



one can enter the kingdom of God without being
born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh
is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do
not be astonished that I said to you, “You must be
born from above.” The wind blows where it
chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do
not know where it comes from or where it goes. So
it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.’

John 15 :1-11

’I am the true vine, and my Father is the
vinegrower. He removes every branch in me that
bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he
prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already
been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to
you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the
branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in
the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I
am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide
in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart
from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not
abide in me is thrown away like a branch and
withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into
the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my
words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and
it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by
this, that you bear much fruit and become my
disciples.

As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you;
abide in my love. If you keep my commandments,
you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my
Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I
have said these things to you so that my joy may be
in you, and that your joy may be complete.

Pastoral Introduction

Baptism marks the beginning of a journey with God
which continues for the rest of our lives, the first
step in response to God’s love. For all involved,
particularly the candidates but also parents,
godparents and sponsors, it is a joyful moment
when we rejoice in what God has done for us in
Christ, making serious promises and declaring the
faith. The wider community of the local church and
friends welcome the new Christian, promising
support and prayer for the future. Hearing and
doing these things provides an opportunity to
remember our own baptism and reflect on the
progress made on that journey, which is now to be
shared with this new member of the Church.

The service paints many vivid pictures of what
happens on the Christian way. There is the sign of
the cross, the badge of faith in the Christian
journey, which reminds us of Christ’s death for us.
Our ‘drowning’ in the water of baptism, where we
believe we die to sin and are raised to new life,
unites us to Christ’s dying and rising, a picture that
can be brought home vividly by the way the
baptism is administered. Water is also a sign of new
life, as we are born again by water and the Spirit, as
Jesus was at his baptism. And as a sign of that new
life, there may be a lighted candle, a picture of the
light of Christ conquering the darkness of evil.
Everyone who is baptized walks in that light for the
rest of their lives. As you pray for the candidates,
picture them with yourself and the whole Church
throughout the ages, journeying into the fullness of
God’s love.

Jesus said,
‘[ came that they may have life, and have it
abundantly.’

John 10.10

Commission

We have brought these children to baptism
knowing that Jesus died and rose again for them
and trusting in the promise that God hears and
answers prayer. We have prayed that in Jesus
Christ they will know the forgiveness of their sins
and the new life of the Spirit. As they grow up, they
will need the help and encouragement of the
Christian community, so that they may learn to
know God in public worship and private prayer,
follow Jesus Christ in the life of faith, serve their
neighbour after the example of Christ, and in due
course come to confirmation.

As part of the Church of Christ, we all have a duty
to support them by prayer, example and teaching.
As their parents and godparents, you have the
prime responsibility for guiding and helping them
in their early years. This is a demanding task for
which you will need the help and grace of God.
Therefore let us now pray for grace in guiding these
children in the way of faith.
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