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  Funeral Service
Name Surname

The congregation is to stand as the ministers escort the coffin and the mourners into church. These sentences of scripture are said.
‘I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.’  									John 11.25,26
I know that my Redeemer lives, and that at the last he will stand upon the earth; and after my skin has been destroyed, then in my flesh I shall see God, whom I shall see for myself, and my eyes shall behold, and not another. 	Job 19.25-27
Since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. So we will be with the Lord for ever. Therefore encourage one another with these words.  Thessalonians 4.14,17b, 18
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is his faithfulness.  Lamentations 3.22,23
We brought nothing into the world, and we take nothing out. The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.  
                                                                                    1 Timothy 6.7; Job 1.21b
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.    Matthew 5.4
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.  	John 3.16
God will show us the path of life; in his presence is the fullness of joy: at his right hand there is pleasure for evermore. 				 cf Psalm 16.10
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.  Psalm 46.1
Out of the depths have I cried to you, O Lord; Lord, hear my voice; 
let your ears consider well the voice of my supplications.  cf Psalm 130.1
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is his faithfulness.  Lamentations 3.22,23
Jesus said, ‘Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.’  Luke 23.43

Introduction
The minister says
We meet in the name of Jesus Christ,
who died and was raised to the glory of God the Father.
Grace and mercy be with you.
The minister introduces the service.
We have come here today to remember before God our sister XXX; 
to give thanks for her life; 
to commend her to God our merciful redeemer and judge;  
to commit her body to be cremated,
and to comfort one another in our grief.
The minister says this prayer
Gracious Father, in darkness and light, in trouble and in joy, help us to trust your love, to serve your purpose and to praise your name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Tribute
Here we remember and honour the life of XXX,
and evidence God’s grace and work in her. 


Hymn

The Service of the Word
The Collect
The minister says this Collect
God of love, you have bound us together in life with XXX and opened the door of heaven through the suffering and resurrection of Jesus; look upon us in your mercy, give us courage to face our grief and bring us all to the fullness of the risen life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Reading

Jesus said to his disciples: 'Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.' Thomas said to him, 'Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?' Jesus said to him, 'I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.'   John 14.1-6   

Sermon 


Hymn


The Prayers
1. Thanksgiving for the life of XXX.
God of mercy, Lord of life, you have made us in your image to reflect your truth and light: we give you thanks for XXX, for the grace and mercy she received from you, for all that was good in her life, for the memories we treasure today we give you thanks and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
2. For those who mourn.
God of mercy, Lord of life: Your mighty power brings joy out of grief and life out of death. Look in mercy on XXX’s family, and all who mourn. Give them patient faith in times of darkness, and strengthen them with the knowledge of your love, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
3. For readiness to live in the light of eternity
God of mercy, Lord of life: You promised eternal life to those who believe. Remember for good this your servant XXX as we also remember her. Bring us, with all the faithful departed, into the fullness of your kingdom where sins have been forgiven and death is no more, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
4. Concluding Prayer
God of mercy, Lord of Life: entrusting into your hands all that you have made, and rejoicing in our communion with all your faithful people, we gather our prayers in the words our saviour Christ has taught us. 

All 	Our Father, who art in heaven,
	hallowed be thy name;
	thy kingdom come;
	thy will be done;
	on earth as it is in heaven.
	Give us this day our daily bread.
	And forgive us our trespasses,
	as we forgive those who trespass against us.
	And lead us not into temptation;
	but deliver us from evil.
	For thine is the kingdom,
	the power and the glory,
	for ever and ever.  Amen
Faithful Lord, lift us up when we are down. Watch over us and keep us safe. Be with us in our going out and in our coming in, now and for ever. Amen.

Commendation and Farewell
The ministers stand by the coffin and say
Let us commend XXX to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer.
Silence is kept.
God our creator and redeemer, by your power Christ conquered death
and entered into glory. Confident of his victory and claiming his promises,
we entrust Audrey to your mercy in the name of Jesus our Lord, who died and is alive and reigns with you, now and for ever.  Amen.

Audrey, go forth from this world: in the love of God the Father who created you, in the mercy of Jesus Christ who redeemed you, in the power of the Holy Spirit who strengthens you. May the heavenly host sustain you and the company of heaven enfold you. In communion with all the faithful, may you dwell this day in peace.  Amen. 

May the eternal God bless and keep us, guard our bodies, 
save our souls and bring us safe to the heavenly country, 
our eternal home, where Father, Son, and Holy Spirit reign,
one God for ever and ever. Amen.

The ministers escort to coffin and mourners out of church.
The family will proceed to the committal at the crematorium.



The Committal 
The Committal takes place at the crematorium, 
The minister says
The Lord is full of compassion and mercy, slow to anger and of great goodness. As a father is tender towards his children, so is the Lord tender to those that fear him. For he knows of what we are made; he remembers that we are but dust. Our days are like the grass; we flourish like a flower of the field; when the wind goes over it, it is gone and its place will know it no more. But the merciful goodness of the Lord endures for ever and ever toward those that fear him and his righteousness upon their children’s children.

We have entrusted our sister XXX to God’s mercy, and we now commit her body to be cremated: earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust: in sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our frail bodies that they may be conformed to his glorious body, who died, was buried, and rose again for us.  To him be glory for ever.  Amen. 

The Dismissal
Be strong and of good courage; 
have no fear or dread,
because it is the Lord your God who goes with you; 
he will not fail you or forsake you.  Deuteronomy 31.6
Prayers
Support us, O Lord, all the day long of this troublous life, until the shadows lengthen and the evening comes, the busy world is hushed, the fever of life is over and our work is done. Then, Lord, in your mercy grant us a safe lodging, a holy rest, and peace at the last; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.
Ending
May God give you his comfort and his peace, his light and his joy, in this world and the next; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.  Amen

